RV Awning Repair and Maintenance: Keeping Your Shade in Top

Shape

Your RV awning is an asset, providing shade, extending your living space, and

enhancing your camping experience. To keep it functional and long-lasting,
regular maintenance and occasional repairs are essential. This

comprehensive guide combines practical tips to help you care for your awning
and ensure it remains in excellent condition.

Regular Cleaning and Inspection

Keeping your awning clean and well-maintained is the first step to ensuring its
longevity:

Frequency: Clean your awning regularly, ideally after each trip or at
least once a month, especially after exposure to dirt, tree sap, or bird
droppings.

Cleaning Method: Use a mild soap solution (such as dish soap or an RV
awning cleaner) and a soft brush or sponge. Avoid abrasive cleaners,
harsh chemicals, or pressure washers, which can damage the fabric.
Fully extend the awning to clean both sides, rinse thoroughly with clean
water, and allow it to air dry completely before retracting to prevent
mold and mildew.

Inspection: During cleaning, inspect the awning for tears, rips, or holes
in the fabric, loose stitching or fraying edges, and damaged or bent
hardware. Ensure all mounting components are secure.



Understanding and Preventing Damage

Preventing wear and tear or more serious damage requires attention to your
awning's usage and care:

Weather Awareness: Strong winds, heavy rain, and snow are significant
threats to your awning. Retract it during such conditions to avoid
damage to the fabric and frame.

Tree Branches and Obstructions: Be cautious of low-hanging branches
and nearby obstacles that can tear or puncture your awning.

Proper Retraction: Roll the awning evenly and tightly before traveling to
prevent flapping and tearing while in transit.

Lubrication: Use a silicone-based lubricant on the arms and joints to
ensure smooth operation and prevent sticking or squeaking.

Repairing Common Awning Issues

No matter how well you maintain your awning, occasional repairs may be

necessary:

Small Tears and Rips: Minor damage to the fabric can be repaired with
awning repair tape or a specialized patch kit. Always clean and dry the
area before applying a patch.

Loose Stitching: Use outdoor-grade needle and thread to resew any
loose or fraying stitching.

Damaged Hardware: Bent or broken arms, rafters, or other
components should be replaced promptly to maintain functionality and
prevent further issues. Replacement parts are available at RV
dealerships or online.

Sagging Fabric: If the fabric is sagging, adjust the tension on the awning
arms. In cases of severe sagging, fabric replacement may be necessary.



Long-Term Storage Tips

When storing your RV for an extended period, it’s important to protect the
awning:

« Cleaning Before Storage: Ensure the awning is clean and completely
dry to avoid mold and mildew growth.

« Storage Position: Retract the awning completely and securely and
cover it with a protective awning cover to shield it from the elements.

By following these tips for cleaning, inspection, damage prevention, and
repairs, you can ensure your RV awning remains a functional and durable part
of your camping setup. Proper maintenance not only extends its lifespan but
also enhances your comfort on every adventure.



